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prostitution practically coincide*1 If the diamonds were re-
placed by cheap and tawdry jewellery made in Birmingham,
4Abdu-r Razzaq's description might almost refer to one of the
courtesan streets in the Esbekiya quarter of Cairo or to similar
ones in Algiers. He is describing only the " prostitute " part
of the girl's business and makes no mention of her duties in
the temple. They certainly must have been quite unimportant,
and the powers of their " protectors " could in all probability
regulate the amount of " service " in the temple. Paes, on
the other hand, speaks of their temple duties, but also says
that they live in the best streets.

We saw that in Maurya times, when Chandragupta was
at the zenith of his power in Pataliputra (circa 300 B.C.), a
similar state of affairs prevailed. Again in the early eigh-
teenth century the reaction which occurred after the death
of the Puritan Aurangzeb caused an enormous laxity of
morals, and in consequence the " temple " part of the deva-
dasis entirely dropped out. In the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries travellers gave no detailed descriptions of the devi-
ddsis, and we get only scanty mentions in the various works
of travel. The chief of these are Linschoten (1598), De Bry
(1599), Gouvea (1606), Bernier (1660), Thevenot (1661),
Fryer (1673), Wheeler (1701), a writer in Lettres Edificantes
(1702), Orme (1770), Sonnerat (1782), and Moor (1794).2

At the end of the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries the accounts become more detailed, the two most
reliable of which are those of the Abbe J. A* Dubois and
Francis Hamilton (formerly Buchanan). Dubois worked in
the Madras Presidency in 1792 and went to Mysore in 1799 to
reorganise the Christian community. The outcome of this
work was his famous Hindu Manners, Customs and Cere-
monies, which was translated into English in 1816 direct
from the French MS. His remarks on the dancing-girls are
interesting. He says 3 that at first they were reserved ex-
clusively for the Brahmans, and proceeds : " And these lewd

1  For further information on Vijayanagar see S. K. Ayyangar, Sources of
Vijayanagar History > Madras University Series, 1919.     Also see the various
articles, etc., quoted by V. A. Smith in his Oxford History of India, 1919>
pp. 319, 320.

2  Details of these travellers' works with reference to the deva-dasis can
be found in Hobson Jobson, Yule and Burnell, 1886.    See under ft dancing-girl/'
deva-dan, bayad$re> " nautch-girl/' cunchurree.

8 From the third edition, with notes by Henry K. Beauchamp, Oxford,
1906, pp. 585-587.